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MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, USAF CHINA: 
SUBJECT: SSU in Mukden 


. Attached hereto is a memorandum for General Marshall fron 

the Consul General at Mukden and a Pparahrase of a meSsage which he sent 

‘to the State Department with regard to the position of SSU in Manchuria. 
ace This correspondence would seem to indicate that there exists. 
| in Mukden an unfavorable situation among the different American agencies 
located there. .It:is suggested that a senior staff officer from your 
headquarters be sent’ to Mukden to investigate this situation and submit 
appropriate recommendation to yous 


FOR GENERAL MARSHALL: 


i 


/s/ 3. BAR? GAUGHEY 
Cohonel, &.S.C. 


Inel: 
Memo to General Marshall 
from Consul Gen. at Mukden 
; Paraphrase of message to State bo? 
‘Dept.. fr Consul Gen at Mukéen 


APO 971 
TS.Reg. No. 06087 
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‘ (SEAL OF Use) THE FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THR 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 








NO. B= | |» aMEREOAN CONSULATE’ GENERAL. 








SUBTEOR: SSU « Position in Mukden 
> THE HONORABLE ” . : ; | 


ner 


SIR: 


I have the honor ‘to-invite -your attention to. the somewhat anenalous 
position occupied by the SSU' Group stationéd in, Mukden ‘in the guise of "The 
Anerican Army Liaison Group" ana to request that I be informed in regard to 

‘ 1) the present functions of that Group, 2).the relations which that. Group, 
according to standing orders, is expected.to maintain with other American. 
governmental organs ; including the Foreign Service, :in the area in which it 
-is stationed, and 3) the position of SSU in general in the American govern- 
“Mental set-up by Present governing regulations. - : 





The background for my request is briefly explained. The Army Liaison 
“Group: errived in Mukden shortly after the withdrawal of Soviet forces. In 
theoryy it was and is attached to the Chinese Army. Herold Williams, also 
‘known locally as Leith, ‘asa member of the OSS Group was ejected from Mukden 
_ by the: Soviets. in’ the - preceding. October, Willians was undoubtedly shortly: 
Recognized by the. Soviet agents in town as’ the leader of the Group per se, 
for the Group. in uniform, resided: at. the..(then-Sovist).Intouriat (or Yamato) 
~ Hotel, and’ Williams on at leastone’ occasion when: ‘they. removed to. new. preme 
_ ises'= paid the‘hotel bill’ for the Group. -Whether.because.of.his previous 
- “Mukden “experience or earbier. convictions, Williams from the beginning has 
been and remains’ strongly: ananot entirely covertly hostile to the. Soviets. 
That: attitude presumably. has.not been Subjected.to any eneliorating influence - 
in the ‘course of the contacts of the Liaison Group. with. their nominal. host: 
organization -- the Nations]: Chinese Ariyse  - Bagreaad Sf Pet es 


It has: struck more:.persons. than’ myself as strange that,..in a situation 
. ‘where Americans’ are. supposed to: be neutral in- respect. to 1) the Chinese 
domestic political dispute between Right emaLeft and 2)* the: international | 
problems and tensions existing between China. and- the Soviet. Union, :-at a: time 
when the World ‘Wer is.over end .the: American Army: has: withdrewn from. Chinay 
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there should remain attached to the Chinese Army an American Group whose 
nominal: raison D'etre has ceased to bee This is not to say that the feeling 
of strangeness is attended by any feeling of mystery-in-respect to the matter: 
the Group is frequently and openly referred to as SSSU", - ana the character of. 
its activities, in the light of. all the eircumstances,~could hardly be con« - 
sidered & secrets ; 


~ 


_ Dhe.-basic. weakness. of the. ssu position in Mukden from: the purely admins 


istrative.aspect is that. Rone of the persons assigned.to.the Group has ever: 


-had, to the. best of.my knowledge, any: experience in the Soviet Union, and little 
enough. experience in: Asia-generally... Their. knowledge of the:foreces that they 
are chiefly interested in doing intelligence work on is, therefore, weak ~ and 
that weakness is probably aggravated by that personal anti-Soviet bias on the 
part of their leader of which I spoke above. That antisSovies bias has upen 
occasion taken expression in petty overt ways, which if petty nevertheless have 
contributed no good to local AmericansSoviet relations. Where those actions are 
“So nearly in line with the Chinese feeling thatany: exacerbation of Anerican- 
Soviet relations would redound to the Chinese good one cannot but suspect that 
there may have been a distant foreign inspiration for thoseécts. The possibility 
of such a défuetion in itself ind@icatessome danger in the present position. 


It has been my experience that the SSU Group feels itself independent and 
self-sufficient, if dependent at all dependent in main upon its Chinese contacts, 
instead of standing ready to cooperate with other 4nerican representative organs 
and.to consult with them with the aim of coordinating American policy and 
practice as a whole in a situation where one of the primary demands is for a 
united front. The SSU Group has sent a representative to but two of five meetings, 

held-in my office, of the local ranking representatives of Executive Headquarters, 
the Military Attache's Office, the Liaison Group, and the Consulate General with 
the design of effecting an exchange of information which would be of value to all 
concerned. Both the Executive Headquarters and Major Rigg have experienced. 
difficulty in obtaining from the Liaison Group particular information which the 
Group might possess in regard to the Nationalist battle dispositions, or other 
information. The Consulate Generel itself has asked the Liaison Group for no 


information, and has: been offered nothing exeéptitig a number of confidential 
biographical reports, that being at the time when it was anticipated that the 
Group's functions would terminate as of the end of May 25. It is my frank 
opinion that in respect to relations between the Liaison Group and other official 
American organs in Mukden, the Liaison Group has shown itself lex. The existence 
of the several apparent maladjustments in the position of the local SSU organiz- 
ation are sufficiently apparent to the eye to cause me to bring the matter to 
youattention. I would state that I feel that the closest cooperation of all 
American groups is supremely desirable in the present circumstances in this 
enviroment, that the present relationship of the local SSU unit is unduly 

close to the side of the Chinese National Government and undly. far from other 
branches of the American Government and that the times make improved coonlin« 
ation highly desirable. I feel that there are certain aspects of the matter 
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which are distinctly of secondary..importance, and can be corrected in due course i 

by local action; but that some.fattors are of no little importance, that is, 1) 

the relationship of the local SSU Group to the Chinese Army, 2) its position 

generally in Manchuria, and 3) its leadership. I offer.for yom consideration | 
/ What would be my own recomendations in respect to the three points: I would | 

propose that. 1) the technical relationship of SSU with the Chinese Army should ' 

be severed, 2) its whole position in Manchuria should be reassessed with the aim 

of making the-organization less obtrusive, and 3) it should be provided with an 

experienced and able commanding officer. With those major adjustments made, I 

believe that there could readily be effected a better coordination of the joint 


_ American effort in Manchuria, and that there would be a commensurate @@ain. 
! P =e ry 








Respectfully yours 


/t/ 0. Bamund Clubb 
 . American Consul General. 


Original to Enbassy 


| 
/s/ O« Bamuma Glubb | . 
EC/jp 
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Enbassy ,. Nanking 


TELEGRAM SENT 

(PARAPHRASE) 
TO: Department, Washington SENT: June 18, 19 416 
CIRCUIT: USIS NO: 
cop: Tor SECRET 7  AmiodDED: ase 


SECSTATE, WASHINGTON 

Asserting that such an arrangement would be in conformity with agreements 
recently reached in Washington, SSU Mukden (Liaison Group) are urging me to 
take one of’ their agents to Herbin’ in ‘ostensible capacity consular clerks 
SEU state that to avoid recognition this agent would come as new man direct 
from United ‘States; that he would perform genuine consular work and have no 
other duties aside from ‘keeping his eyes open" and making oral report to 
Ldaison Group as soon as latter opens in Harbin; and thet He would leave Harbin 
upon completion his report. 

Detail to Harbin of Assistant Military Ayteche has been welcome to me. He 
gan add to Consulate's prestige and contacts while at same time neking use of 
them to gather information ‘in above-boara manner. Would seem to me most 
undesirable, however, to use Consulate for camouflage secret agent, whose 
presence, if discovered by Russians, would certainly be regerded by them as 
directed against Soviet Unions In light critical situation Manchuria (and 
aside from general principle involved), would appear of greatest importance 
for Consulate to establish itself with Russians as well as Chinese as a bona 
fide agency working for peaceful, recognized American objectives in an open, 


a 


unimpeachable and impartial manner; that preserving official pesition of 
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Consulate is of far great importance than gaining eee ‘benefits at 
tisk of its sacrifice; and that secret intelligence work should not entail 
jeopardy or abuse of that position. ) 

It is doubted, ‘moreover, that seeuaia identity coulda be kept hidden. 
The Russians, presumably well aware of general character SSU's activities 
in Menchuria and disliking then especially, are undoubtedly on- alert for such 
Stratagem. Furthermore, in spite assurance that man's SSU: activities would 


be restricted to "keeping eyes open", it is apprehended that local SSU would 


shortly try to arrange frequent contact with him and to extend his activities 


to heop forward S8U's “progrem in north Manchuria, thus adding to Consulate UF 
danger of comprdmi ges 

I should be glag boope rate any apprépriate ways with SSU; but requested 
action seems to me inappropriate aboebeane and very dangerous. 

(4 paraphrase of this message is being sent to the Enbassy Nenking 
by courier). 

Unless" specifically instructed ‘by the Department to accept SSU'ts 
proposition, I am sebagins it. In case Department dinsete me accept, clear 
desteies lent regarding status agent (who to lessen risk discovery, would 
have to be included in Department's payroll) end regarding my authority 
over him (which I feel shoula be complete and definitive) are requested « 


The above message is from Chase. 


CLUEB 
ASC/jp 
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